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pay their men, will mean the collapse of
ordered government, and in some cases at
any rate some form of dictatorship endeavour-
ing to control events that in fact will have
taken control themselves. What that may
lead to is beyond prediction. All that can
be said at all about forms of government in
Europe is that if by the exercise of a wisdom
and realism of which there is too little evidence
to-day, the political leaders in the different
countries do somehow reach practical agree-
ments over debts and reparations and tariffs,
then the crisis may be staved off and the
countries of Europe continue on their present
roads. In that case there seems reason to
anticipate that over the greater part of the
continent what is commonly called democratic
government will continue.
One factor that ought to serve as index to
the future of democracy is the progress of
organised Socialism in the different European
countries. Socialism and democracy are
not synonymous, but Socialism involves
democracy if democracy does not necessarily
involve Socialism. If, therefore, Socialism
in Europe is steadily growing it is safe to
regard democracy as established. But, in
fact, it is not steadily growing. The political
Socialist parties hold strong positions in